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This week the Salvadoran military requested that the Roman Catholic and Lutheran Churches
keep foreign religious workers out of conflict zones. In a letter addressed to Church leaders, Col.
Juan Ortendo of the military high command said that foreign religious workers in conflict zones
"put their own security in danger and often interfere in military operations." [Ed. note: In addition
to providing religious and social welfare services for civilians in conflict zones and/or refugee
camps, the presence of foreign religious often serves as a deterrent to military harassment and
abuse. Religious and human rights groups in the US and El Salvador have long been aware of the
"embarrassment factor": when foreigners are on the scene, the Salvadoran military is not as likely
to use violence to intimidate or "interrogate" civilians. It is likely that the military high command's
letter was a result of reprimands following an incident involving a US citizen on Jan. 24. Frances
Javier Herrera, member of the Archdiocese of San Salvador's pastoral care team at the Calle Real
refugee camp, was interrogated and beaten with rifle butts by six armed men in civilian clothes. See
CAU 01/29/88.]
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